


INTERNATIONAL
SCRIPTURE BLITZES

Each year, Scripture Blitzes are held in
countries to assist local Gideons in
distributing God’s Word to large
numbers of people. These men
participate in long days of
continuously distributing and

placing Scriptures.

Gideons taking part in an International
Scripture Blitz pay all of their own
expenses. An International Scripture
Blitz is never a vacation trip, but it is a
life-changing experience.

BRINGING GOD’'S LOVE
TO ZAMBIA

In early October, an international team of eight Gideons from the United States, Germany, Australia
and the British Isles converged on Lusaka, Zambia for seven intensive days of Scripture distributions.

UPCOMING
SCRIPTURE BLITZES

» Mali
December 3-10

Zambia has a total population of over 12 million. 35% is Protestant Christian, 33% is Catholic, 30%
are Muslims and Hindus, and 2% are indigenous religions. Most of Zambia’s ethnic groups claim
Khoisan or Kinshasan ancestry.

Interestingly, the late Zambia President, Frederick Chiluba, declared Zambia a Christian nation in
1991. That provision was written into the Zambia Constitution in 1996, along with a guarantee of
religious freedom, although that has been undermined by more recent political practices.

» Thailand
January 28-February 11

Under President Chiluba, the government made abortion, pornography and prostitution illegal. In
recent years the AIDS epidemic has devastated both the people and the country's health care sector.

» Indonesia
February 25-March 3

While there has been widespread growth of evangelical churches, there still is a lack of understand-
ing in regards to the Gospel. A prevalent witchcraft movement in Zambia causes new Christians
there to still struggle in bondage to pagan practices. Moreover, the Catholic in uences undermine
having a personal saving relationship with Christ.

» Liberia
February 25-March 3

» Brazil

March 3-March 17 In addition, 60% of Zambia’s population is under the age of eighteen, largely because of the AIDS

epidemic. There is no running water in many areas of the country, causing signi cant risk of cholera.

GOD BLESSES THE TIMING OF THE BLITZ

Had this Scripture Blitz been scheduled a week earlier, many parts of the city would have been
inaccessible due to riots associated with the election of a new president. If it had been a week later,
many schools and universities may have been closed.

In fact, the local Gideons had considered cancelling the blitz due to the possibility of riots.
Fortunately, God blessed the Gideons with a week of many, many open doors.

International

FAST FACTS ON
ZAMBIA

» Population: 12 million

» Language: English is the of cial
language.

» Gideon Ministry Established: 1972
» Gideon Camps:

» Local Gideon Membership: 753
» Auxiliary (wives of Gideons): 391

SHARING GOD’S WORD WITH THE STUDENTS OF ZAMBIA » Total Scriptures Distributed: 8.7

million
Walking through the schools, Gideons could see children wearing American t-shirts such as “Star

Wars” or “Dukes of Hazzard.” It was obvious the children were not familiar with these Western
cultural references, yet they were thankful for these donated items of clothing.

As for the living conditions in Zambia, one of the blitz participants remarked, “Where do you even
start? Perhaps someone should send bulldozers rst to x the roads. Then add education, love and
Bibles,” adding, “We've got the last two taken care of this week.”

WHAT'S REALLY IN THE BACK OF THAT NEW TESTAMENT?

At one school, a student was hesitant about accepting a New Testament. He had been told by
someone that beneath the inside back cover of the Gideon Testaments there were witchcraft

writings. The Gideons reassured the young boy there were no such writings and offered to peel back
the inside cover to verify their claim. However he trusted them and gladly accepted a New Testament JESIIINISTES3@ | NRWAANY/|S1V2N

During the 1-week blitz, 215,371 cop-

ies of God’s Word were distributed,
bringing the total to more than

8.7 million Scriptures distributed in
Zambia since the rst Gideon camp

there was established in 1972.

DOORS OPEN AND PRAYERS ARE ANSWERED
The Gideons were greeted with enthusiasm wherever they went in Zambia.

At one university campus, students invited a Gideon to come into their classroom and give a
presentation and distribute New Testaments. When the Gideon arrived at the class, the professor
stopped him and asked why he was there. At rst, the Gideon thought the students had pulled a
prank on him. But the students stepped forward and explained to the professor that they had in fact
invited the Gideon. The professor graciously allowed the Gideon to share. The Gideon then elded
guestions from the students, closed the class in prayer, and gave the students their New Testaments.

All statistics are based on May 31, 2011 totals for Gideon
ministry and Scripture distributions.
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Another Gideon had nished distributing New Testaments to about 250 students in the open area
behind a school, when he noticed a young man reading from the back page of a Testament and
checking the verses against the Scriptural references. The young man then bowed his head, closed
his eyes and prayed. Once the young man signed the decision page, the Gideon approached and
introduced himself and expressed his joy in seeing the young man make a decision for Christ. The
young man then shared that his name was “Moses.”

Doors were opened to the Gideons in each distribution location they visited. In fact, there were only
two refusals to accept a New Testament. This came from two young Western ladies working at a
hospital. Their facial expressions in reaction to the Gideons offer for a New Testament communi-
cated a sense of disdain for the mission the Gideons were on. It was a sad reminder of how Western
culture has turned its back on God.
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